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Gulistan-e-Saadi in Punjabi Verse: An Introductory Study
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Abstract:

This article presents an introductory and analytical study of Gulistan-e-Saadi, the celebrated
ethical and literary Persian prose work of Saadi Shirazi, translated into Punjabi verse by Hakim
Mian Fazl Elahi in 1938. Recognized as a masterpiece of Persian literature, Gulistan has been
translated into more than forty languages worldwide, influencing literary traditions across
regions, including the Indian subcontinent. Fazl Elahi’s Punjabi rendition is a unique and
poetic translation in the form of masnavi (rthymed couplets), preserving the moral and
philosophical essence of the original while skillfully embedding it within the linguistic and
cultural framework of Punjabi. His work also includes poetic translations of Quranic verses,
Hadiths, and Arabic poetry, showcasing his command over Persian, Punjabi, Arabic, and
Islamic thought. This article highlights the literary, cultural, and ethical dimensions of his
translation and positions it as a significant contribution to Punjabi literature, especially within
the context of Sufi and prophetic poetic traditions.

Key words: Saadi Shirazi, Punjabi poetic translation, Hakim Mian Fazl Elahi, Ethics and

Morality, Sufi Literature, Masnavi, Persian Prose.
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