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Abstract:

Islam is a comprehensive religion and an authentic course of action,
therefore struggling for revival of Islamic thought should be the first
priority in every Muslim’s life. The history bears witness that only a
few Muslims stepped forward to purge unislamic elements from
Islam and presented it in its true form. Therefore, those who toiled
for the revival of religion, their names have been inscribed in golden
words.

Simultaneously, there had been a Muslim element who invisibly,
pushed the Muslims to demolition. A keen study of the last century
shows that the Muslims had been digging their grave with their own
hands. When enlightenment had been blocked, thinkers and
reformers began their arduous task which awoke the nation from
deep slumber of ignorance. Among those thinkers, the name of Dr.
Muhammad Igbal shines atop. His efforts spread the message of
hope, made the nation realize their true place and led them to
progress. He had holistic liberal vision of the world but his vision
was based on Islamic principles.

He gave the Muslim nation a vision along with realization of their

due space and place in the society. He served the Muslims and Islam
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side by side. This shows that motive of his life was to serve Islam.
Being a poet, he also employed his poetry for this purpose too.

He endeavored to purge unislamic element from the lives of the
Muslims and presented true and authentic aspects of Islam which
were hidden or obscure from the eyes of the Muslims.

The state of Muslim world was abysmal when a reformer like Iqbal
appeared on the horizon. He wanted to promote broadmindedness
in Islam. He intended to liberate the nation from conventionalized
belief that hinder true spirit of Allah’s worship and deviate people
from self-control and reliance.

Igbal hates slavery, be it bowing down to the might of Czar and
Cyrus, or kneeling down to the monk and priest. He is the advocate
of equality and brotherhood. Stating the condition of earlier
generations, he says that before the prophethood of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) man did not have freedom and esteem and was
utterly enslaved. It was Islam that gave the concept of freedom,
equality, esteem and brotherhood. It is Islam, says Igbal, that gave
the concept of bowing down to one Allah that sets humans free from
every sort of slavery.

This article is an effort to bring the thought of Igbal to light and look
at Islam from Iqgbal's perspective that talks about equality,
brotherhood and freedom, and disentangles man from the shekels of
slavery.

Key words: Igbal, freedom, brotherhood, equality, slavery, Islamic

thought, Allah, reformer, thinker.
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"It ma,however, be asked.......exactly wasthe objective of these
great Muslims. Answeris that they found the world of Islam
ruled by three main forces and they concentrated their whole
energy on creating a Revolt against these forces: Mullaism:....
During the course of centuries... They become extremely
conservative and would not allow my The 19th Century
reformers rose in Revolt against this Mysticism and called
Muslims to the broad daylight in the modern world.... The
mission was to open the eye of the Muslim to the spirit of
Islam which end the conquest of matter and not flight from
it.freedom of Ijtehad... thus the first object of the 19th Century
Muslim reformers was a fresh orientation of the faith and
freedom to re interpret the law in the light advanceing

experience.
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Mysticism: Mysticism had fallen down to a mere means

of exploiting the ignorance and creduality of the people....

3. Muslim Kings: the case of Muslim king was solely fixed on
their own dynastic interests and as long as these were
protected, they did not as it it to sell their country to the
highest bidders. To prepare the message of Muslims for a
Revolt against such a state of things in the world of Islam was

the special mission of Syed Jamaluddin Afghani."(m
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Reconstruction of Religious Thoughts in Islam (% JUI —c L BRI
o =0 - Structure of IslamThe Principle of Movement in theé é’ﬂf£
..... The conservative thinkers of Islam focused all their
effortson the one point of preserving a uniform social life for
the people by a jealous exclusion of all innovations in the law
of Sharia asexpounded by the early Doctors of Islam. Their
leading Idea was social order, and there is no doubt that they
were partly right. Because organization does to a certain
extent counteract the forcesof decay. But they did not see, and
our modern Ulema do not see, that the ultimate fate of a
people does not depend so much on organization as on the
word and power of individual men. In an over organized
society the individual is all together of existence. Against the
whole wealth of social thought around him and is on soul thus
a false reverence for past history and its artificial resurrection
constitute no remedy for a people's decay. The verdict of
history, as a modern writer has happily put it, is that worn out
ideas have never risen to power among a people who have
worn them out the only effective power, therefore, that counter

acts the forces of decayin a people in the rearing of self
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consent, rated individuals. Such individuals alone reveal the
depth of life. They disclose new standards in the light of
which we begin to see that our environment is not wholly
invioable and requires revision the tendency to over -
organization by a false reverence of the past as maintested in
the legists of Islam in the 13th century and later, was contray
to the inner Impulse of Islam, and consequently invoked the
powerful reaction of Ibne Taimiyyah, one of the most
indefatigable writers and preachers of Islam.......
w5 S b p 2 1
&wLd,wqﬂj_d/u’/cgbuﬁ&&;éﬁé@&dgﬁi.u’umﬁy-é%/
ZJN’Lcﬁ;u’!-ct'_‘ﬁu?lf’.fbjnd/;!ﬁ{g)dkugJ)ﬂéjljd/gd/ujwuﬁﬁ
LSS A ST L e Z S e e St ST ol s
Jl/égéméfgﬁ/ﬁ_‘aJ;{'@loggd!5an4ﬁaﬁ S A b -
E B2 20T ’%f’“,gw,wé’ggmﬁm%}uﬁ.;yu&fb-amﬁm
uﬂﬂlél,&,lu((w’l43_é)W%anL/AajﬁfH‘JWLJJJ&acﬁ;ﬁ:'%lu-uj
L m'%.lanz;,!//ﬂﬁuﬂLwd@r-w!_/(/ﬁ/.jw
"like Ibne Hazon the founder of Zahiri School of Law... He
rejected the Hanafite principles of reasoning by analogy and
Ijma as understood by older ledists; for he thought agreement
was the basis of all superstition and there is no doubt that,
considering the moral and intellectual decrepitude off his

times, he was right in doing 50."@7
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"He, however, deplores that during the course of history the
moral and social ideas of Islam have been gradually De-
islamized through the influence of local character, and pre
Islamic superstitions of Muslim Nations. These ideas today
are more Iranian, Turkish or Arabian than Islamic. The pure
brow of'the principles of Tauhid has received more or less and
impress of healthenism, and the universal and impersonal
character of the ethical ideas of Islam has been loss through a
process of localisation. The only alternative open to us, then is
to tear off from Islam the hard crust which has immobilized
and essentially dynamic Outlook on life, and to discovered the
original varieties of freedom, equality and solidarity with a
view to rebuild our moral, social and political ideas out of
their original simplicity and universality. Such are the views
of the Grand vizier of Turkey. You will see that following a
line of thought more in tune with the spirit of Islam, he reaches
practically the same conclusion as the Nationalist party that is
to say, the freedom of Ijtehad with a view to rebuilt the laws of

Shariah in the light of modern thought and experience." GV
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"let us now see how the Grand national assembly has exercise
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this power of Ijtehad in regard to the Institution of Khilafat.
According to Sunni law, the pointment of an Imam or Khalifa
is absolutely indispensable. The first question that arises in
this connection is this.... Should the Caliphate the vested in a
single person? Turkey's Ijtehad is that according to the spirit
of Islam the Caliphate or Imamate can be vested in a body of
person or an elected assembly. The religious Doctors of Islam
in Egypt and India, as for as I know have not yet expressed
themselves on this point. Personally, I believe the Turkish
view is perfectly sound. It is hardly necessary to argue this
point the Republican form of government is not only
thoroughly consistant with the spirit of Islam, but has also
became a necessity in view of the new forces that are set free

in the world of Islam."®?
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...... Responsibility of the reformer assumes a far more

serious aspect. Islam is non- territorial and its character, and it
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is to furnish a model for the final combination of humanity by
drawing its adherents from a variety of mutually repellent
races, and the transforming this atomic aggregate into a people
possessing a self-consciousness of their own. This was not an
easy task to accomplish. Yet Islam by means of it well
conceived institutions, has succeeded to a very great extent
and creating something like a collective will and conscience
and this heterogeneous mass. In the evolution of such a
society even the immutability of socially harmless rules
relating to eating and drinking, purity or impurity, has a life
value of its own, in as much as it tends to give such society a
specific inwardness and further secures that external and
internal uniformity which counteracts the forces of
heterogeneity always latent in a society of a composite
character. The critic of these institutions must, therefore, try to
secure before they undertake to handle them, a clear inside
into the ultimate significance of the social experiment
embedded in Islam. He must look at their structure not from
the stand point of social advantage or disadvantage to this or
that country, but from the point of view of the larger purpose
which is being gradually worked out in the life of mankind as

a whole."®®
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"The claim of the present generation of Muslim liberals to be

interpret the foundational legal principles, in the light of there
own experience and the altered conditions of modern life, is,
in my opinion, perfectly justified the teaching of the Quran,
that life is a process of progressive creation necessitates that
each generation, guided but unhampered, by the work of its
predecessor, should be permitted to solve its own

problem. (39
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...... In view of the basic idea of Islam that there can be no
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further Revelation binding on man we ought to be spiritually
one of the most emancipated peoples on earth. Early Muslims
emerging out of the Spiritual slavery of pre— Islamic Asia not
in opposition to realize the true significance of this basic idea.
Let the Muslim of today appreciate his position, reconstruct
his social life in the light of ultimate principles, and evolve,
out of the hitherto partially revealed purpose of Islam, that

spiritually democracy which is the ultimate aim of Islam."®®
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