A9 AT U S 4T 33l 2 o102t $02) 2404

o APIF Wil ue LU bl
IDENTITY CRISIS IN MAZHAR-UL-ISLAM’S SHORT STORIES: A
STUDY IN SYMBOLIC EXPRESSION
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Abstract:

Mazhar<ul¢slam’s short stories foreground the crisis of individual
identity and the pervasive experience of non¢recognition. His
narratives present human beings not merely as external actors but as
embodiments of existential and psychological dilemmas, where the
self is repeatedly fractured, suppressed, or rendered invisible. Across
his oeuvre, characters lose their identity under social pressures, the
weight of past experiences, failed relationships, or systemic
oppression, transforming into faceless, marginalized existences.
Drawing on philosophical, existential, and psychological
frameworks, Mazhar«ulIslam explores the self as a dynamic and
unfinished process, highlighting the tension between internal
consciousness and external realities. Symbolic and abstract
techniques, through everyday objects, natural elements, or ritualistic
settings, reveal the inner disintegration of individuals, their
suppressed desires, and the constraints imposed by societal and
cultural structures. His work underscores the existential burden of
life, where human beings survive physically but lose their internal
essence, becoming mere shadows within society. The stories

demonstrate that modern social, economic, and political structures
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exacerbate this alienation, leaving the individual in a perpetual state
of identity crisis. Mazhar«ulslam’s literary canvas thus raises
profound questions about selfhood, recognition, and the human
struggle to reclaim meaning and agency in a world that
systematically diminishes individuality.

Keywords: Individual identity, Identity crisis, Non¢recognition,
Existentialism, Psychological disintegration, Symbolism, Allegory,
Social oppression, Internal consciousness, Mazhar«uldslam,
Existential burden, Alienation, Faceless existence, Selfhood, Literary

symbolism
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"Personal psychosocial conflict especially in adolescence that
involves confusion about one's social role and often a sense of

loss of continuity to one's personality."(l)

T LR Ge s eble Fio Lo p w3 g Syt fedLs
BT e 088k et Ed U 08 Gz
GO 6 S s Pl 2 1 b P bl s KoK AT Casi Lt
o/:‘bv‘_./%‘ag///.@!caw:’::uu’l&@(ﬁ@i/d“ﬁ)(ﬁlr_uﬂg!}cg/uugG‘?‘
nﬁuﬁrl&jJ&luggd‘;!)/ﬁl*lf‘qﬂﬁ!d/‘jh;;d,guﬁafoﬂ,{.vguﬁ:{)/'
STVl sl b Fea b apie S lpd 250G Use e
e totid s Fap

"An identity crisis is a period of uncertainty and confusion in

which an individual questions their sense of self, values, and

direction in life. This concept often highlights the struggle to

understand one's identity amid external pressures or internal

conflicts, reflecting broader themes of dislocation and

existential angst." @
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"When we look below the surface of our individual anxiety,

we find that it also comes from something more profound than

the threat of war and economic uncertainty. We are anxious

because we do not know what roles to pursue, what principles

for action to believe in. Our individual anxiety, somewhat like

that of the nation, are a basic confusion and bewilderment

about where we are going." ®
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"My own identity crucially depends on my dialogical

relations with other." @
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"Sartre will have none of that, He thinks the individual is

primary, and that you cannot get at what is really important
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and interesting about an individual by thinking of it as in
effect nothing more than the intersection of a bunch of general

principles."” ©
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"It is rather a distribution of geopolitical awareness into

aesthetic scholarly, economic, sociological, historical, and

philological texts." ©
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"He colonizer's avowed ambition to civilize or modernize the

native that results in 'archaic inert institutions under the

oppressor's super vision like a caricature of formerly fertile

institutions or the validity of violence in the very definition of

the colonial social space or the viability of the febrile,

phantasmic images of racial hatred that come to be absorbed

and acted’ out in the wisdom of the West."
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